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March 19, 2012
Professor William Masters
E-mail to: Vankeerbergen.1@osu.edu
Dear Mitch:

This letter is to accompany the proposed Social Science Aviation Major. The major has a rather long and not entirely positive history, but has been completely redesigned. The SBS subcommittee discussed this proposed major at length at its meeting on March 1 and asked Morton O’Kelly to provide some perspective on it at our March 15 meeting, which he did at length. 

The issues we discussed at our meetings include:

· Background: Air Transportation is an important sector of the economy. The industry and FAA are increasingly emphasizing a well and broadly educated work force in this field, including knowledge of culture, geography, political science, and other fields.

· The extent to which the ASC / SBS content are integrated into the major: Aviation electives will provide core knowledge in aviation. The core itself is heavily weighted to aviation and geography (e.g., climatology, transportation security, cartography). The SBS electives are relevant for aviation (if not on aviation) and provide the breadth of knowledge that is of increasing interest. 

· The extent to which the major relies on a single instructor: The geography core courses are also part of the geography major so they will always be taught by someone.

· How this major compares to those offered at other institutions: Although Purdue is the only peer institution that offers an Aviation major, the other institutions offering majors have considerable expertise in the area. Additionally, other peers and aspirational peers offer transportation programs, including Berkeley, MIT, UC Davis, UC Santa Barbara, Texas Tech). Ohio State’s program would stand out because it would be broader and more steeped in ASC / SBS courses.

· What this major does for the college/the university: (1) There is an existing demand for this major. (2) This major would be a rigorous alternative to obtaining one’s commercial flight pilot license through pilot school. That is, there would be an integration of aviation training with broader social science background. This is a new way of approaching aviation training, which could provide a template for other institutions.

· How this major fits into broader university initiatives: Several university initiatives are: (1) The Center for Aviation Studies, founded with support from NetJets, is connected with FAA/aviation world and has done a lot to expand the aviation program at OSU. (2) Ohio State has Don Scott flight school, a unique resource. (3) The FAA has a program that fosters collaboration among academic institutions; Ohio State’s partners in this program are Berkeley, MIT, and other peers and aspirational peers. In a nutshell, Ohio State is very much involved in aviation initiatives these days. (4) This major is in keeping with the University’s emphasis on interdisciplinarity / cross-disciplinarity.

Based on this discussion, the subcommittee approved the major unanimously at our March 15 meeting. We are working to have Morton attend the ASCC meeting where this major will be discussed so that he can provide the same valuable context to the ASCC that he provided to the SBS subcommittee.

Sincerely,
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Bruce A. Weinberg

Professor and Director of Undergraduate Studies
Bruce. A Weinberg





Department of Economics


Ohio State University


1945 North High Street


Columbus, OH 43210-1172





Phone: (614) 292-5642


Fax: (614) 292-3906

















